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HAIL IN T m  TROPICS. 

The followin note regarding the occurrence of hail on 
Naos Island, 8 anal Zone, is extracted from the Canal 
Record of July 3, 1912: 

During the rain and wind squall along the Pacific coast, Saturday 
afternoon, June 15, the wind reached a maximum velocity of 50 miles 
an hour from the south at  Sosit, and 33 miles from the south at  Ancon. 
During this s uall hail was reported on N:tos Island. This i R  the third 
time during txe past six years that hail has been reported in the ( h m t l  
Zone. Ha11 fell a t  Alhajuela on the :tfternoon of May 88, 1910; also 
a t  Cucaracha mme two years earlier. No hail has yet beeu observed 
a t  any of the regulm meterological stations in the Ca~in l  Zune. The 
phenomenon is unusual in a tropical country. 

The reference that hail is unusual in tropical countries 
may apply to the Canal Zone and doubtless to other por- 
tions of the Tropics having coni aratively low elevations, 
but in some tropical countries tail is of frequent occur- 
rence. 

The following extract from Hann: Lehrbuch der Meteo- 
rologie. 1 9 0 1 , ~ .  690,may be of interest in thisconnection: 

The most violent hailstorms, as regcuds the size of the stones, seem to 
occur in the subtropical ktitudes, especially where the ground is wme- 
what elevated above eeA level I n  upper India, Mesopotamia. Asia 
Minor (especially Snnenia), in Austnlia, Natal, the middle and southern 
)arts of the United States, fearful hailstorms occnsionally occur. It also 

kails in the SaharA, according to Rholfs and Nichtigsl, which ought not 
to surprise ue. since in India also the stronge~t hailstorms occur in the 
hottest and driest districts, in hloradabad, Naim Tal, Delhi, and Pesha- 
w x .  South of l G o  north latitude there is seldom any hj i l  in India. 

That linil is infrequent, tit low elevations in tro Acal 
countries is ptirtially borne o u t  by an examination o ! the 
records m d e  at  Key West, Fla., latitude 2 4 O  33' north, 
ant1 at  Sail Juan, P. R., latitude 18' 29' n. At the for- 
mer place no hail has been reportetl in a period of nearly 
30 years in wliicli iiieteorological observations have been 
macle that are readily rtccessible, while at  the latter place 
in a period of 13 years no hail has occurred. 


